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A People’s History of the United States by Howard Zinn

Directions: Read Columbus, the Indians, and Human Progress and answer the
following questions.

1. Create a ranking list of the five most important things Zinn writes about
Columbus. Justify each ranking.

Ranking Item about Columbus Justification
1
2
3
4
5
2. Create a ranking list of the two most important things Zinn writes about the
writing of history. Justify each ranking.
Ranking Item about writing history Justification
1
2
3. Compare Columbus’s log entries with Las Casas’s journal entries.
a. ldentify similarities and differences.
Similarities
1.
2.
3.
4.

Differences

BN =




b. ldentify topics the other did not discuss.

Columbus : Las Casas

WIN|~

R o
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4. Zinn argues (p. 10) that most history texts pretend or assume that there is
such a thing as “The United States’—a community of people with
common interests.

a. What are the “communities” the Zinn identifies?

b. What “interests” do these groups have in common?
c. What “interests” do these groups not share?

d. What “interests” are in conflict between the groups?

Communities and Interests

Communities

Shared Interests

Non-Shared Interests

Interests in Conflict

5. Write a complex thesis statement that validates or refutes Zinn’s view of
writing history.




